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ANNIVERSARIES AND THANKOFFERINGS

The first extant reference to a Church Anniversary is Sunday 25 January 1875, the nearest Sunday to the foundation of the church on 24 January 1808. A guest preacher spoke in the morning from Colossians 1:13–14 and his sermon was ‘marked by great originality of thought and expression’. In the evening, the pastor ‘delivered a forceful sermon’ from 1 Corinthians 2: 2. The day concluded with a well-attended prayer meeting.

The first extant reference to a Church Annual Social Evening is Tuesday 13 March 1883. It started with a review of the year by the pastor – forerunner of the Annual Report – which was generally encouraging, because although nearly 40 had died or transferred away during the year, there had been a considerable increase in the number of young people attending the church. Five different addresses were then delivered by five different speakers on ‘subjects appropriate to the occasion’ – ‘Fidelity’, ‘Kindness’, ‘The duty of seeking for the salvation of men’, ‘the Sabbath’, and ‘Sunshine’. The pastor then preached a closing sermon. There was also an Annual Congregational Service on Wednesday 14 April, marked in the elders’ minutes as the ‘Annual Service’, but how it related to the annual social evening is not clear.

In 1889, the Church Anniversary was moved to become the anniversary of the current ministry commencing. Thomas Way was inducted on 21 November 1888 and so on the nearest Thursday in November 1889, and again in 1890, there was a social occasion, at which the pastor presided and four different addresses were given. There was also a special service on the following Sunday.

In 1891, the concept was developed further and a pattern was established which lasted until 19xx – to make a week-end out of it, with a guest preacher from a distance, who preached twice on the Sunday and stayed over to speak at a social occasion on the Monday. The dates were quite deliberately selected, namely Sunday 20 and Monday 21 November 1891. The November 1892 Anniversary Social was the largest and most enthusiastic meeting of its kind ever held in Charlotte Chapel up to that time. The inside of the Chapel had been repainted and re-cushioned, as part of the preparation for a fortnight of special services held in January 1893, with visiting preachers from Glasgow and Dundee.
At a later date, Saturday evenings were utilised as well. The writer, who was invited by other churches to be their guest preacher during his presidency of the Baptist Union of Scotland in the mid 1970's, was not the only one to feel that to arrive at a distant location in time for a Saturday afternoon tea meeting and evening rally, to stay over for both services on the Sunday and to wait for (or return for) a Monday evening social, had become too much of a good thing.
Joseph Kemp continued the practice of celebrating the anniversary of his induction – with a little flexibility of date in order to secure a distinguished guest preacher. There is no record of his first anniversary, in February 1903, but in 1904 it was celebrated on Sunday 21 February (services) and Monday 22 (social), with guest speakers.
 

In 1905 he added the further concept – or, at least, it is the first record that we have of it – of receiving a Thankoffering in the vestry all Monday afternoon, with the result announced at the end of the Monday social. This one was specifically for new cushions for the pews and to improve the ventilation. The 1907 one seems to have followed the same pattern.
 Joseph Kemp's fifth anniversary was celebrated on Sunday and Monday 24 and 25 February 1907. After preaching at both services on the Sunday, he was in the vestry in the Chapel from 12 noon until 8 p.m., ‘to receive gifts towards the Thanksgiving Fund, which has now become an annual institution in our midst.  At the close of the day, the sum of almost £90 was placed with the Treasurer.  The Lord's name be praised!’.  That same evening, the Annual Public Gathering was held, when the Church was crowded to capacity.  The Secretary and Treasurer gave reports, and then there were four addresses.
 
In 1908, the same took place, on Monday 24 February, with the comment that ‘the Fund is applied to the current expenses of the church’.
 Joseph Kemp celebrated his seventh anniversary on Sunday and Monday 28 February and 1 March 1909. He preached at both services on the Sunday, and on the Monday sat in the vestry from 12 noon until 8 p.m., to receive gifts for the Thanksgiving Fund (over £100 received). The social gathering was held in the Chapel on the Monday, crowded to utmost capacity. Either the main Thankoffering, or possibly a supplementary one, was taken toward the surgical and other expenses by Mr Kemp’s operation for appendicitis, from which he was still recuperating.
 A feature of this year, which may have taken place before, was holding the Annual General Meeting of the members prior to the social, namely on Monday 22 February, so that the Annual Report could be approved by the members and then quoted at the public social. This pattern was repeated for the eighth Anniversary, on Sunday 6 and Monday 7 February 1910.

For the pastor’s ninth anniversary, there were services on 5 and 6 February 1911, to take advantage of a visiting American speaker. There was an Annual Thanksgiving Day and an annual public social meeting. £115 was given, £3 short of last year.
 For the tenth Anniversary, on Sunday and Monday 25 and 26 January 1912, Kemp preached in the Synod Hall on the Sunday, (because the Chapel being re-built), reviewing his ten years, and the Monday social was held in the Marshall Street Church Hall. At £195, the Thankoffering was by far the largest ever received.
 For Joseph Kemp’s eleventh anniversary, held on Sunday 9 and Monday10 February 1913, he was in the vestry from noon until the evening meeting, for gifts for the church, followed by a social at 7 p.m. The total received was £132.
 

During vacancy of 1915–16, there was a ‘Thanksgiving Services’ on 28 February 1916, obviously not called an ‘Anniversary’. About 50 met with the visiting preacher for prayer at noon. There was a splendid social meting in the evening, with 19 more tickets sold than for the previous year.

The 1917 Thanksgiving Day was Monday 12 February. The Treasurer wrote to all members, advising that the gifts would be used to ‘liquidate’ the balance of £700 on the New Building Fund. Following a prayer meeting in the church from twelve noon to one p.m., the pastor was in the vestry all afternoon to receive gifts. The Annual Social started with tea in the Lower Hall at seven p.m., followed by a public meeting in the church at eight.

The pattern is not described here over the next 40 years, as it was not dissimilar. In 1958, the office-bearers reminded the congregation about the purpose of the annual Thankoffering. The first call was to meet any deficit on the revenue account – the Fund was always distributed one year in arrear, so that there was a cushion for emergencies. It was seldom needed for this purpose. Secondly, it replenished the War Memorial Training Fund, to which £250 was transferred in 1957. This was to assist in the training of younger members for full-time service at home or abroad. Then the Chapel missionaries got a Christmas gift – £190 in total in 1957. Then the deficit on the Record  was covered – £123. There was then a donation for the Home Mission and Evangelistic Fund – £120. The balance was for the upkeep of the building and the manse.
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